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BOOK REVIEWS 
Frontiers of Bioorganic Chemistry and Molecular Biology 
Edited by S. N. Ananchenko 
Pergamon; Oxford, New York, 1980 
ix + 474 pages. 236.00, $80.00 
The weighty and oversized volume contains the printed versions of most (56) of the lectures given at an inter- 
national symposium held in Moscow and Tashkent in the autumn of 1978. It brought together many prominent 
scientists, mostly organic chemists and biochemists who gathered to pay tribute to the memory of M. Shemyakin, 
the late founder of the Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry of the USSR Academy of Sciences, that bears his name. 
The title indicates the wide scope, the diversity and also heterogeneity of the subject matters reported on. As 
one might expect there is furthermore a wide variety in length and style of the contributions. They range from 
superb critical surveys which are not easily found elsewhere, such as the report of A. E. Braunstein on Highlights 
in the Study of Enzymic Amino Group Transfer and that by Carlson, Tarchin and Djerassi (delivered by Djerassi) 
on Biological Implications of Recent Discoveries in the Marine Sterol Field, to many short reports of a more re- 
stricted nature. Most of these have found publication elsewhere. Still, for the discerning reader there are many 
nuggets to be found and insights to be gained, be it in the personalized history of science, or in the goings-on of 
laboratories particularly in the Soviet Union. Like most symposia which are not strongly focussed by their subject 
matter the value of the volume for a wide readership is doubtful. The atmosphere and the spiritual organization 
of the meeting, the stimulation, which arose from the companionship of a wide spectrum of scientists is not reflected 
in the structureless sequence of reports. 
The quality of the printing by foto-offset corresponds to that of the typing copy and is therefore uneven. The 
reduction of size caused some of the tables and legends to be nearly illegible to the naked eye. It is to be regretted 
that no index is provided. 
S. Rapoport 
Copies of books for review in FEBS LETTERS should be sent to: 
Professor H. R. V. Arnstein, Department of Biochemistry, King’s College, Strand, 
London WC2R 2LS, England 
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